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The unofficial Strike. 
"he unofficial strike is a triumph for the 

kk and file—however it may end. It shows 

§ the rank and file is acting for itself, and 
ing with effect. This strike is the big- 

t rank and file effort since the Armistice. 

"he Labour officialdom has condemned th- 
strike; condemned it, and opposed it, 8s 

ly as the employers themselves. 

The ““Labour Press Service’ gave the cue 
the capitalist press by denouncing th 

as “‘fomented by an unofficial com- 
dominated by communists,’’ 3 

thought the workers had no real cause of dis 
tent, and as though to be unofficial and 
be communist were altogether evil. 

tee 

Of course, the capitalist press was delightea 

follow the lead of the “‘Labour Press Ser- 
1¢e. 

The “Labour Press Service’ is an official 
Labour Party publication, designed to lead 
and inform “the various local Labour news- 
papers. It more closely represents the yiews 

of the Labour Party Executive than the Daily 
Herald itself. The Herald, having an eye /o 
circulation amongst all sections of the prol- 
‘arian movement, speaks often with a dua: 

More serious than the utterance of th> 
Labour News Service, however, was that o! 
Mr. Tom Shaw, the Minister of Labour. Mr. 
ee on behalf of the Government, stated 
that: 

1. The Labour Government would give 
protection to men desiring to work durinz 
the strike. 

2. In the event of public utilities, suc: 

as food, lighting, water and power being 
threatened, “the Government will maintain 
those public utilities.”’ 

3. The Government will not take ‘he 
railways out of the hands of the companies 
and operate them. 

The - Labour Government therefore pr» 
mised to act like any other Government: 

Mr. Shaw further averred that it would <7 
what it could to end the dispute, but wou d 
not recognise the strike committee. He said 

“Tt is impossible for any Government to at 
tempt to recognise a body which neithar 
the trade unions nor the railway companies 
will recognise.”’ 

Thus when Parliament adjourned for iss 
holidays, the Labour Government spoksma.1 
endeavoured to crush the strike and annihi- 
late with contempt the strike committe» 

whilst capitalism gloated with satisfaction. 

The strike, however, continued and by th» 
beginning of the week Mr. Shaw’s depars 
ment was becoming, in appearance at lea3s, 
somewhat more reasonable and was willing. 

at least ostensibiy, to lend itself to the tas« 
of bringing the N.U.R. and the strikers to- 
gether. 

The strike committee’s attempt to nego- 
tiate with the N.U.R. revealed, nevertheless, 
a weakness in the strike committee. The 
rank and file must learn to become solely re- 
sponsible for its own actions, and to hold its 
own apart from the Trade Unions before it 
can be a really powertul force. 

The bitter, insulting, reply to those at- 
tempted negotiations, issued to the Press | y 

Mr. Cramp, N.U.R. Secretary—once belieye: 
to be something of a Red—lies 
we write. 

before us 

the unrest of 
the rank and file, which is manifesting itsel 

union, is a “foul disease,’ and thas 
‘decent workmen are being led away by per- 

sons chiefly interested in obtaining promin- 

or money, or both.’’ 

This statement declares that 

In every 

ence, 

Apparently the Trade Union lead 
the hardship that has befallen the 

through the great reductions in w 
about in rapid succession during recent years, 
and by the yast unemployment, which has 
east its burden upon innumerable households, 
even where some members of the family ha7 
remained at 

3; igno-¢ 

work. 

and ‘his col- 
great hopas 

and desires for emancipation for the workers, 
which at one time they themselves helped to 

raise ; hopes which have been en 
couraged, as flames are fanned by the wind. 
both by the great upheavals through whiz 
the whole world has passed in war and in <9- 
volution, and by the recent advent to offices 
ot a Labour Government in this country. 

In spite of Mr. Cramp’s denunciation it is 

obvious that if the strike holds firm, the 
N.U.R. will shortly become but too anxious to 

negotiate with the strike committee, lest ths 
N.U.R. hold on the workers become’ serious'v 
weakened. 

One of the regrettable features of tha 
strike was the repudiation by the strike com- 

mittee of the charge that it is influenced hy 

communist ideas. We shall not have moved 
very far until the answer to such a charge as 
that will be:“‘Guilty, and proud of it.” 

Apparently, too, Mr. Cramp 

leagues are unaware, of the 

and desi 

Another backward feature was the protess 
that the strikers are loyal members of th» 

N.U.R. Presently the ery will be: ‘“‘We 2a 
the workshop councils and more competent 
to act than any other organisation.” 

The great propo da for this strike, as tor 

all strikes should be: An advance of wages 
{may secure a temporary. {mprovemenc, 

but what is required is the permanent to the 
System of production for profit. 
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DREADNOUGHT BANNED IN INDIA. 

Government officials state that there i 
no censorship of British newspapers sent te 
India, but our Indian correspondents con- 
stantly inform us that the Workers’ Dread- 
nought is prevented from reaching them. 
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